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Lodge Update April 6-10 



UPDATE FROM THE KITCHEN 

Chef James and Black Tie Catering, along with Kim McDougall, continue to 

provide tasty take-outs to our members during these trying times while 

the Lodge is temporarily closed.  Take-out specials will be available for 

pickup “curbside at the kitchen back door”.  The Kitchen appreciates your 

continuing support and welcomes suggestions for future Specials. 

As previously indicated, you may place your order by calling or texting 

Kim or James @ (941) 320-8859 (Kim) or (941) 786-4492 (James) from 

9:00 a.m. to 2:p.m.  Please specify pick up time which will be available 

from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

UPCOMING SPECIALS APRIL 6 TO APRIL 10 

Monday Depression Dinner – Meatloaf ($7 cash only).  Please note that 

Chef James has generously offered to prepare Monday Depression dinners 

while the Lodge is closed…with all proceeds going to our Lodge.  We are 

encouraging our members to help support this effort. 

Tuesday – Taco Tuesday – Fish or Beef or Taco Salad $10.99 

Wednesday – Chicken Ala King or 2495 Salad $10.99 

Thursday – Roasted Pork Loin or Shrimp Louie $10.99 

Friday – our Famous Fish Fry:  fried, grilled or blackened – 1 pc $8.99; 2 

pc $12.99 or Grilled Salmon $13.99 

Sarasota South 2495 and Black Tie Catering appreciate our members’ 

support during these difficult times. 

Cyndi Kirkham, Kitchen Liaison 

 

 



A SPECIAL EASTER SUNDAY TAKEOUT MENU 

FROM CHEF JAMES AND BLACK TIE CATERING 

AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP FROM 2 P.M. TO 6 P.M. 

 

 

SLOWLY BRAISED LAMB STEW with Carrots, Celery and peas  

Served over Fresh Mashed Potatoes with Garlic Bread………$10.99 

 

PINEAPPLE GLAZED HAM with Homemade twice baked potatoes 

and Fresh green beans…………………………$11.99 

 

TRADITIONAL 2495 ROMAINE SALAD with Mandarin Oranges, 

sweet sliced Strawberries, Blue Cheese, Pecans topped with    

sliced Hard Boiled eggs and A Sweet Red Wine Vinaigrette                 

Dressing………………………….$10.99 

 

 Orders will be taken daily from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 

Friday by calling Kim @ (941) 320-8859 or James @                 

(941) 786-4492.  Saturday orders for Easter Dinner will be taken 

from 9 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  Pick-up time will be from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m.  

Please state pick-up time when ordering.   

Family Dinners also available.  Please call in advance. 

 

 



Message from the ER 

Good Morning! 

I say that because it’s the middle of the night and I couldn’t seem to rest 

my mind and as they say, think good thoughts and relax. Well, my great 

thoughts turned to our lodge and its members. No matter what our place is 

in this life, we are all affected from this universal situation. Now’s a time to 

look for stability and the future as I for one, know Elks have a bright future 

and together as a team we will weather this storm as we have so many be-

fore. In a sense this unusual situation is like waiting for a storm. We prepare 

by buying extra food, protect our loved ones, and just wait. The hard part is 

waiting to see what direction the storm moves. Will it go north, south, east, 

or just fade away. Unfortunately, it seems to be the common denominator 

that has an effect on us all. One thing for sure, we are prepared at #2495, 

and we are here for our members and their needs. 

Many are cleaning closets, sorting papers, and even tackling the garage in 

order to keep busy. Here at the lodge we are taking advantage of this time 

by deep cleaning, doing needed repairs and updating systems. Elaine, our 

Secretary is busy processing membership renewals and she certainly appre-

ciates your timely responses. Liz, our Treasurer is working hard to keep our 

financial reports in tip top shape and our not so quick “Quickbooks” in im-

peccable shape.  

Many of you know Donny whose job is to keep the lodge sparkling. Well, 

these guys have worked overtime to show their dedication and loyalty as we 

move forward.  

I guess the whole point of this conversation is to assure you the lodge is 

moving forward at full speed. Not only will we be able to open when given 

the word, we can celebrate the open arms and dedication of our staff and 

the encouragement of our members. Some of you visit the lodge every so 

often and we are glad to see you. However others, like me, consider it our 

home away from home. Either way our Elkdom shines and fulfills a need in 

our lives. We have a place to go to gather, to feel safe, honored, and secure 

and to have evenings of fun and laughter.  

Chef James of Black Tie Catering is showing his true colors with meals he 

prepares with tender care to take home. Get in the habit of picking up your 

meals at the “back kitchen door” and I assure you it’s much easier than 

cooking and having to clean up. I personally watch the preparation and I as-

sure you no one handles the food as it is prepared, placed in a container,  



 

cooking and having to clean up. I personally watch the preparation and I 

assure you no one handles the food as it is prepared, placed in a contain-

er, and delivered to you in a plastic bag by our own Kim handling the 

transactions and extra precautions regarding “social distancing”. I some-

times question foods prepared in large restaurants as there are so many 

people involved. Frozen dinners may soon be available for easy warm-up.  

Our Board of Directors was installed at the Tiki Bar and is ready to serve 

you during the coming year. After we reopen we can have a celebration as 

I assure you these individuals are the ‘Cream of the Crop’. I for one am 

excited for what our future looks like at Sarasota #2495. Once again, the 

sun always shines on #2495. It’s ironic that years from now we will be 

saying, “Remember when we were installed six feet apart at the Tiki Bar. 

It just goes to show you we are one strong, resilient, trust worthy and 

above all we work as a team. As it’s been said, “There’s no ‘I’ in Team”. 

I’m sure it’s been on your mind about the Grand Lodge and all its grants 

and foundations. Through your generosity we are able to continue all of 

our events that are precious to us. We will never let our veterans, children 

or community down and I assure you all are being supported as our ob-

jectives are never forgotten and Elkdom shines and fulfills their needs. At 

the moment without any income we are fulfilling our obligations and with 

your support we will continue to do so. Recently I joined the Fidelity Club 

for the Elks National Foundation and that enables me to consistently sup-

port the Elks’ causes without worrying and I encourage you to do the 

same. Participation is easy at www.Elks.org  or feel free to call me at 

(941)371-4070 or Rose Wujcik at (941)962-5475. You can pledge any 

amount monthly or quarterly and gives anyone an opportunity to partici-

pate. 

I know I’ve been long winded but believe me, I wish I could speak with 

each of you as we’ve done in the past. Soon we will all be together with a 

whole new appreciation for what we truly have and sometimes take for 

granted. Stay healthy and above all we miss you and you are all in our 

thoughts and prayers. God bless you and God bless America. 

 

Sincerely, 

Richard Bouchard, ER 

Sarasota South #2495 



 
Members All ~ we are now practicing a “New Normal” with the stay at home order 
from the Governor.  I was able to bring home most of my office and will continue 
to pick up the mail, process dues payments, mail membership cards, etc.   
                                                                                                                                                        
If you need to reach me, please call my cell 440-554-4256. 
The month of March was a very good month for Sarasota South 2495 membership.  
We brought in eight new members, twenty transfer members and one reinstated 
member.  Their names are listed below.  
 

 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!! 
 
MEMBERSHIP PROPOSER 
Glenna Sue Abner Charles Dennis 

Gail Bohannon Elaine Albarano 

Karen Gray Elaine Albarano 

Carole J. Istock Carol Buzilow 

William H. Jacoby Arleen Pellegrino 

John R. King Richard Bouchard 

Rita E. Lawrence Elaine Albarano 

Joseph Meola Susan Dykstra 

TRANSFER DIMIT 

Edward J. Bartek Braddock, PA 

Deborah Buchanan Newark, OH 

Beverly Burgess Lakewood Ranch, FL 

Sam Cabral Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Hugh J. Cameron Venice-Nokomis, FL 

James E. Chaich Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Michael Crivello Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Pat Dusko Lakewood Ranch, FL 

Charles Gance Vestal, NY 

Pat Horner Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Thomas D. Jordan Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Steve Juricic Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Jane McDonald Newark, OH 

Michael D. McDonald Newark, OH 

Cat Moriarty Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Julie Robertson Asbury-Wall, NJ 

Mark Robertson Asbury-Wall, NJ 

Joseph Smyth lacey, NJ 

Robert K. Stitt Venice-Nokomis, FL 

Ernest Wilson Lakewood Ranch, FL 

REINSTATEMENT 

Gary Edward Culleny Elaine Albarano 

 

 

 Message From The Lodge Secretary 



Pictured From Left To Right: Front Row 

John King, Joseph Meola, Carol Istock, Karen Gray, Gail Bohannon, Glenna 

Absher, Rita Lawrence, Elaine Albarano, Rose Wujcik 

Back Row: 

Spike Jones, Richard Bouchard ER, Ruth Rankin, Rob Beckwith. Bob Purdy   

 

Exalted Ruler - Richard Bouchard - bouchard.elks2495@aol.com 

Leading Knight - David Fielding - davidfielding00@gmail.com 

Loyal Knight - Ruth Rankin -  rank4253@aol.com 

Lecturing Knight - Rose Wujcik - rmwujcik@gmail.com 

Five year trustee - Jim Lamb - jimt4t@gmail.com 

Four year trustee - Phil Albarano - philalbara@aol.com 

Three year trustee - John Nickels - fivecents55@msn.com 

Two year trustee - Spike Jones -  fixitspike@aol.com 

One year trustee - Cyndi Fearn Kirkham - cyn34231@aol.com 

Esquire - Rob Beckwith - robfla1@verizon.net 

Chaplain - Audrey Riggs - ariggs0410@comcast.net 

Tiler - Basil Morgan - basemor42@gmail.com 

Inner Guard - George Swartz - gswartz1@hotmail.com,  

Treasurer - Liz Watson - treasurer1liz@aol.com 

Secretary - Elaine Albarano - secretary2495@aol.com 

 

2020-2021 Sarasota South Elks Officers and Their Email Addresses 



 

Americanism Contest 

“What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to Me” 

It makes me Proud To Be American when I read the essays the Students In the 

5th and 6th and 7 and 8th grades wrote. This time we will Have Division 1n 5th 

and 6th grades  top 3 Lodge winners. 

1st Place winner David Farrell Age 12, 6th Grade 

"What Does Freedom of Speech Mean to Me?" 

Do you ever think about speaking? You probably think about what 

you're going to say, your friend's reaction, but... it's probably never gone through your 

mind of what the consequences might be. Without freedom of speech, you might not 

be reading this, you may not have a sociable friend ever, you might not be able to tell 

your friend your opinion on anything that you are passionate about. Freedom of speech 

is one privilege Americans take for granted. Since I've learned about this gift, I've real-

ized how much it really means to me. 

To me, freedom of speech means a variety of things. Firstly, it means to be al-

lowed to opinionate on topics and share them. The way this affects my life is that it 

makes it so I can form my own opinion. I can voice it when trying to create an agree-

able point. Secondly, freedom of speech was used by civil rights leaders to gain people 

the rights they deserve. The way this affects my life is that it made it so I could be 

friends with a diverse group of people. Thirdly, it made it so I can learn other cultures 

from people within it. The way this affects my life is that it makes it so I can learn 

about religions such as Judaism and Hinduism from people I know within it. Freedom 

of speech has shaped my world to make it so I can learn through books and speech 

from others. 

To conclude, freedom of speech has shaped my world into what it is. Without it I 

would not be the person I am today, neither would the country I live in be what it 

stands for. Freedom of speech has welcomed many races and cultures to America. All 

of which I am thankful for. 

 

2nd Place winner Kane Ryan Age 12, 6th Grade                       

Without the freedom of speech, I wouldn't be able to write this essay 

without fear of repercussions. I am blessed to live in a city, state, and 

country that gives me the opportunity to state my mind, opinions, and 

express myself. The freedom of speech creates good debate and helps 

us learn from our mistakes and helps to better our nation to make  

everyone feel comfortable without living in fear. As a child I sometimes feel that my 

opinion doesn't matter or is overlooked because of my young age. However, having the 

freedom of speech lets me say or show anything I want to, whenever I want. I am very 

proud to live in America knowing that there is the freedom of speech. 

                                                                                       Continued on Next Page:  



 

Americanism Contest Continued  

The freedom of speech allows people to express themselves however it is not lim-

itless. Your criticism must be constructive so that your needs can be met. You can be 

stopped for hurting someone or encouraging someone to be hurt. Using your freedom 

of speech is very important, it is a privilege that must be taken seriously. It is a posi-

tive way to express your feelings, and if you don't use it may slowly be taken away 

over time. For instance, say I hate my mom's meatloaf, but I never tell her. My emo-

tions will be bundled up inside of me and no change will be brought to the subject that 

I do not like my mom's meatloaf! 

Overall, I am very glad to be in a country that has the right to freedom of 

speech. It improves the way we live, gives us new and different ideas, and really 

lets us be free. The freedom of speech makes the nation I live in a better place 

and that is what the freedom of speech means to me. 

 

 

3rd Place winner Charlotte Bryceland Age 10, 5th Grade    

"Freedom of Speech". Those three words mean so much to almost 
every human being. What about you? 

If you had no freedom of speech, you wouldn't like it. You would always 

have to be careful of what you say. If anyone caught you saying anything 'wrong', you 

would be silenced. We all have a voice. If you're not allowed to speak it or let it be 

heard, it's like living without water. Impossible, almost, to keep your voice quiet every 

day, just as it is to live without water. Everything that has a voice deserves to be heard. 

Some people are forced to live without a voice. In the US, you can say anything you like 

about the government. In, say, Algeria, not many can express this. They will be given 

punishments for speaking out. In fact, in China, you will be imprisoned for criticizing the 

government. 

You have a voice, and you should be allowed to use it no matter what. In Saudi Ara-

bia, anyone who criticizes Islamic culture will be killed. If you think there's something 

wrong with your government or religion or anything like that, you should be allowed 

to say it. It could be fixed. The government shouldn't punish anyone. If places like 

China allowed free speech, the government could fix anything, and then they would-

n't get as many critics. 

You can help. Peaceful protests can slowly lead to voices being heard, and govern-

ments becoming better. See what you can do for freedom of speech—someone 

might be able to thank you. 

                     


